
WELCOME GUESTS 

AND MEMBERS! 
________________________________________ 

We are so glad you chose to worship Jesus 

Christ with us today! We would love to know 

that you were with us. Please fill out this slip, 

detach it, and drop it in the offering plate. 

GUESTS 

 

___________________________________ 
Name(s) 
 

____________________________________ 
Name(s) 
 

____________________________________ 
Street Address 

 

____________________________________ 
City/State/ZIP 
 

____________________________________ 
Phone 
 

____________________________________ 
Email 
 

I would like to become a member 
 

I would like to become involved in a 

ministry or mission 
 

I would like the pastor to call me 

 

 

MEMBERS 

Please update any change in information  

 

____________________________________ 
Name(s) 
 

____________________________________ 
Name(s) 
 

____________________________________ 
Street Address 
 

____________________________________ 
City/State/ZIP 
 

____________________________________ 
Phone 
 

____________________________________ 
Email 

PRAYER CONCERNS 
In your daily prayers, please pray for: 

NEW: Family of Carroll Heavner, Terry Bruner, Hilda Wilfong, Jackson Sigmon, Charlie 

Grigg 

CONTINUING: Thomas Allen, Deanie Auton, Laurie Anne Beyer, Caylor Brinkley, Sally 

Brookins, Jeremiah Buff, Lyn Campbell, Les Canipe, Tiffany Chambers, Greg Clarke, Rob 

Coles (son of Lyn Campbell), Elvie Cranford, Jody Cronland, Ayron Dorsey, Dale Dorsey, 

Greg Eldridge, Jennifer Ellis, Ronnie Engle, Jane Finger, Barbara Fitzpatrick, Kim 

Fitzpatrick, Steve Ford, Jim Fortenberry, Rev. Keiko Foster, Dale Gilmore, Donald 

Hartsell, Ed Hatley, Jayce Heff, Susan Henthorn, Denise Hobbs, Mark Johnson, Dolly 

Jones, Jack Jones, Isla Keener, Danny Kirkpatrick, Randi Kolseth, Jim Love, Ginger 

Lowe, Judy Lowe, Mark Ludwig, Pat Maddux, Faye Morris, Danny Nicholson, Patsy 

Nicholson, Suzy Otterman, Betty Parker, Joann Parker, Steve & Suzanne Peeler, Mike 

Politano, Randy Ramsey, Nancy Rhyne. Rachel Roy, Linda Rudisill, Gracie Sceascea, Earl 

Scronce (Cindy Hatley’s father), Shedlass Family, Linda Shields, Randolph & Teresa 

Shives, Kenny Shrum, Anna Shuford,  Laura Smallwood, Nick Swafford, Rhonda Swafford, 

Doris Taylor, Harold & Cindy Towery, Kevin Turner, Rev. Sarah Underwood, Jamie 

VanDohlen, Veofa Wilfong, Margret Wetz, Rev. David Wyant 

HOMEBOUND: Lou Beal, Winnon Cashion, Mary Robinson 

CARE FACILITIES:  Ron Ballard (The Greens) 

 
THOSE SERVING YOU TODAY 

MINISTERS: All Members of First UMC 

LITURGIST: Kathy Douglas 

GREETERS: Dianne Putnam 

ACOLYTE: Owen Krech 

HEAD USHER: Carl Henline 

MEDIA TECHS: Tim Leonard, Ron Metzger & Thurman Melton 

PEW KEEPERS: Kathy Valentine 

ROVER: Carl Henline 

VALET: Steve Cain 

 
STAFF OF FIRST UMC 

PASTOR Rev. Sarah Underwood                sunderwood@wnccumc.net 

DIR. OF MINISTRIES Robbie Combs                        firstumcministries@gmail.com 

DIR. OF MUSIC Joanna Underwood                               junmor61@gmail.com 

ORGANIST/PIANIST Neil Underwood                       nunderwoodband@gmail.com 

FACILITIES MGR. Steve Herman                                      paherman@charter.net 

PRESCHOOL DIR. Kristen Willis                        preschool@fumclincolnton.com 

PARISH NURSE Betty Parker                                     bparker2787@gmail.com 

LYNC DIR. Ashlyn Rhyne                               ashlyn.e.rhyne@gmail.com 

CCLI #20422793 (Music)     #20422803 (Streaming)     CVLI #504379166 (Video) 
 

 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
201 East Main Street, Lincolnton, North Carolina 28092 

704-735-7489 

E-Mail:  firstumclinc@gmail.com    Website:  fumclincolnton.com  

 
 
 

First United Methodist Church 
Lincolnton 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   Love God.   Love All.   Be Like Jesus. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:firstumclinc@gmail.com


ORDER OF WORSHIP 
Enter to Worship Kneel to Pray Rise to Serve 

February 22, 2026 FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT 11:00 A.M. 

 

GATHERING MUSIC                 Neil Underwood 

What Wondrous Love is This 

 

GREETINGS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

CHIMING OF THE HOLY TRINITY 

 

PRELUDE                                                   FUMC Handbell Choir 

For the Beauty of the Earth 

 

CHORAL CALL TO WORSHIP                                     Chancel Choir 

             Holy Ground 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP: (in unison)                                                        

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against thee 

in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. We have not loved thee with 

our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of thy 

Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may 

delight in thy will, and walk in thy ways, to the glory of thy 

Name. Amen. 

 

*WORDS OF ASSURANCE: 

Sisters and brothers, your old selves have been crucified with 

Christ, and you will be united with him in the resurrection. Your 

sins are forgiven! Walk in newness of life. 

 

*HYMN Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days UMH# 269 

 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH          UMH #880 

The Nicene Creed 

*GLORIA PATRI 

 

TIME FOR ALL GOD’S CHILDREN                                  Billy Howell 

 

 

  

 CHORAL CALL TO PRAYER     Chancel Choir 

Lamb of God  

 

PASTORAL PRAYER and THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC                                                    FUMC Handbell Choir 

Pie Jesu 

SCRIPTURE                                                                       Matthew 4: 1-11 

 

 ANTHEM                Hope of the World  Chancel Choir 

   

SERMON    Rev. Sarah Underwood 

 Finding Mercy in the Wilderness  

 

*HYMN                                                                                          UMH# 382 

Hane Thine Own Way, Lord 

 

   *BENEDICTION 

 

*CHORAL BENEDICTION                                                 Chancel Choir 

Amen 

*POSTLUDE 

 

***You are invited to stand, as you are able*** 

      * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

WELCOME: To all who need a church home, who mourn and need 

comfort, who are lonely and need friendship, who know how to pray 

and who do not, who sin and need a Savior, who are displaced and are 

searching for community, who are tossed in turbulent waters and are 

seeking a safe harbor, and to whosoever will – First United Methodist 

Church opens wide its heart, mind, and doors, and in the name of 

Jesus the Christ says WELCOME! 

 

Please sign the pew pads and pass them to your neighbor. 

 

 

 

PRAYER CONNECTIONS 

 

Jesus said, “Therefore I say to you,  

whatever you pray and ask for, believe that 

you will receive it, and it will be so for you.” 
- Mark 11:24 (CEB) 

 

We believe in the power of prayer. If you 

have a prayer concern that you would like for 

the church and/or the pastor to pray with you 

about, please let us know by writing it down 

on the slip below and dropping it in the 

offering plate. 

 

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________ 

____________________________________ 

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________ 

______________________________ 

____________________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________ 

 
Check here to have your prayer 

request to be shared with the church. 

Otherwise, it will remain confidential. 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

TITHES AND OFFERINGS: The offering plates are located at each 

entrance for you to give your weekly tithe and offerings. Our online 

giving portal may be accessed through the “Give” page on our church 

website, or you can visit the following link:  

https://secure.myvanco.com/L-ZMXD 

 

2026 FLOWER CALENDAR:  The new flower calendar for 2026 is 

posted outside the church office.  If you wish to put flowers in the 

church for any Sunday, please write it on the flower chart. 

 

PRAYGROUND:  At First UMC, all of God’s children are invited to 

worship together as family.  Being in church helps kids learn how to 

pray, listen, and sing while they strengthen their relationship with God.  

Our Prayground is designed for young families with children aged 4 to 

4th grade.  It is situated at the front of the sanctuary so children and 

parents have a good view of how our love of God is shared together at 

First United Methodist Church.   

 
LENTEN SERVICES:  Our Lenten services continue this week on 

Wednesday, Feb 25 with lunch at 12:00 pm, and the service at 12:30 

pm.  Rev. Judy Drysdale from Emmanuel Lutheran Church will bring 

this week’s message. 

 
OFFERING ENVELOPES:  Offering envelopes for the new year are 

available on the counter in the Middle Building.  The envelopes are in 

packs of 12.  If you have any questions, please see Bryan Beal. 

 
PASTOR’S BIBLE STUDY:  The Bible study on Mark, offered by 

Pastor Sarah will continue each Thursday through Lent at 10:00 am in 

the Annex.   

 
GRIEFSHARE:  Our Griefshare group meets each Monday morning 

from 10:00 am til 12:00 pm in the Lighthouse Building.  The group 

will meet weekly for 13 weeks.  For more information, see Joe 

Lockman, Katie Hardin or Sheila Beeker. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS (Contd) 

 

UMW BOOK CLUB:  The UMW Book Club will have our first 

meeting of the year on February 24th, TUESDAY.  All women are 

invited to attend.  We meet in the library at noon and all talk about the 

different books we have read from our UMW library.  This is NOT a 

5th Wednesday which doesn't occur until April.  We also will have this 

meeting on Tuesday since we will want to attend the Lenten Lunch on 

Wednesday.  This is a fun activity and time of fellowship for us 

all.  We talk for about an hour and then have lunch downtown.  Come 

join us!!  Call Carol King if you have any questions. 

 

WESTERN NC CONFERENCE RESOURCES:  Throughout the 

year, there are multiple opportunities for workshops and courses 

offered through the Western NC Annual Conference that are open to 

laity.  To keep up with all that is going on in the conference, visit 

https://www.wnccumc.org/ . 

 

LYNC NEWSLETTER:  For anyone interested in receiving the 

LYNC newsletter, please view the link below.  It will take you to a 

Google document where you can enter your information to receive the 

LYNC newsletter via email. 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScpYICNzjF7FVqPyD5P

RSWE3gg2IuOkfLgHnjUffYG8SzqJ-Q/viewform 

 

REMINDER:  Flower arranging class, led by Jane Morton will be 

Monday, Feb 23 at 1:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall.  See Rosemary 

Leonard for further details. 
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE 

 

URGENT VOLUNTEER NEEDS: 

**We need a receptionist for Tuesdays ASAP. You can do every 

Tuesday or one or two a month, we also need a receptionist on the 1st 

& 2nd Wednesdays 

**We need a box truck driver for the 2nd & 4th and possibly 5th 

Wednesday starting in February to do food pick ups. 

 

This is a great opportunity for retired truck driver or school bus driver. 

If you have time to spare and want to volunteer in any of these areas, 

please give us a call at 704-732-0383. 

 

SOUP KITCHEN NEEDS: chicken broth, canned pineapple, dessert 

plates, corn starch 

 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS – March 1, 2026 

Liturgists: Bo King 

Acolyte:  Lucas Demofonte 

Greeters: Carl Henline & Rosalind Welder 

Time for All God’s Children:  Jan Duncan 

Pew Keeper:  Chase & Katie Hardin 

Valet: John Lantz 

 

PRAYER LIST:  We would like to update our prayer list.  Please let 

the office know of any changes, names to add or delete. 

 

CHRISTIAN LOVE AND SYMPATHY is extended to the family of 

Carroll Gene Heavner, Sr., who entered the Church Triumphant on 

Sunday, February 15th.  Please keep members of the family in your 

prayers as they grieve the loss of their loved one. 
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As we prepare for the upcoming Easter season, you are invited to 

place orders for potted palm plants and Easter Lilies to be placed in 

the sanctuary on Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday.  All orders must be 

placed to the church office by Monday, March 16th.  Order will be 

placed on that date.  Palms plants may be rented for $10, and lilies 

will be purchased for $13.    Please include payment when you place 

your order. 

Easter Lilies ($13)___________  

Palm Plants (total of 6 to be rented - $10)__________________ 

 

NAME________________________________________________ 

PHONE NUMBER:___________________________________________ 

 

IN HONOR OF____________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

IN MEMORY OF__________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 
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WE INVITE YOU TO 

PLACE AN EASTER 

LILY IN HONOR OR 

IN MEMORY OF A 

LOVED ONE 

WE INVITE YOU  
TO PLACE AN 

EASTER LILY IN 
HONOR OR IN 
MEMORY OF A 

LOVED ONE 
 


