
WELCOME GUESTS 

AND MEMBERS! 
________________________________________ 

We are so glad you chose to worship Jesus 

Christ with us today! We would love to know 

that you were with us. Please fill out this slip, 

detach it, and drop it in the offering plate. 

GUESTS 

 

___________________________________ 
Name(s) 
 

____________________________________ 
Name(s) 
 

____________________________________ 
Street Address 

 

____________________________________ 
City/State/ZIP 
 

____________________________________ 
Phone 
 

____________________________________ 
Email 
 

I would like to become a member 
 

I would like to become involved in a 

ministry or mission 
 

I would like the pastor to call me 

 

 

MEMBERS 

Please update any change in information  

 

____________________________________ 
Name(s) 
 

____________________________________ 
Name(s) 
 

____________________________________ 
Street Address 
 

____________________________________ 
City/State/ZIP 
 

____________________________________ 
Phone 
 

____________________________________ 
Email 

PRAYER CONCERNS 
In your daily prayers, please pray for: 

OUR CHURCH FAMILY:  Family of Linda Smith, Deanie Auton, Sally Brookins, Elvie 

Cranford, Jody Cronland, Shirley Drum, Jennifer Ellis, Jane Finger, Steve Ford, Ed Hatley, 

Susan Henthorn, Kelly Kinard, Randi Kolseth, Ginger Lowe, Judy Lowe, Pat Maddux, 

Faye Morris, Joann Parker, Steve & Suzanne Peeler, Randy Ramsey, Nancy Rhyne, Linda 

Shields, Randolph & Teresa Shives, Rev. Sarah Underwood, Linda Wolfe  

FRIENDS AND FAMILY: Thomas Allen, Laurie Anne Beyer, Terry Bruner, Jeremiah 

Buff, James Calvert, Lyn Campbell, Les Canipe, Greg Clarke, Rob Coles (son of Lyn 

Campbell), Greg Eldridge, Ronnie Engle, Callen Evans, Barbara Fitzpatrick, Kim 

Fitzpatrick, Jim Fortenberry, Rev. Keiko Foster, Dale Gilmore, Nancy Harris, Donald 

Hartsell, Jayce Heff, Ray Hemmann, Denise Hobbs, Mark Johnson, Dolly Jones, Jack 

Jones, Isla Keener, Jane Kerr, Danny Kirkpatrick, Jim Love, Mark Ludwig, Danny 

Nicholson, Patsy Nicholson, Suzy Otterman, Rachel Roy, Gracie Sceascea, Shedlass 

Family, Kenny Shrum, Anna Shuford, Laura Smallwood, Nick Swafford, Rhonda 

Swafford, Doris Taylor, Harold & Cindy Towery, Kevin Turner, Jamie VanDohlen, Veofa 

Wilfong, Margret Wetz, Rev. David Wyant 

HOMEBOUND: Lou Beal, Winnon Cashion, Mary Robinson  

CARE FACILITIES: Ron Ballard (Lincoln Rehab) 

 
THOSE SERVING YOU TODAY 

MINISTERS: All Members of First UMC 

LITURGIST: Ron Metzger 

GREETERS: Steve & Jane Morton 

ACOLYTE: Noah Hardin 

HEAD USHER: Carl Henline 

MEDIA TECHS: Tim Leonard, Ron Metzger & Thurman Melton 

PEW KEEPERS: Beverly Beal 

ROVER: Carol King 

VALET/SECURITY: Calvin Thornburg & Thurman Melton 

 
STAFF OF FIRST UMC 

PASTOR Rev. Sarah Underwood                sunderwood@wnccumc.net 

DIR. OF MINISTRIES Robbie Combs                        firstumcministries@gmail.com 

DIR. OF MUSIC Joanna Underwood                               junmor61@gmail.com 

ORGANIST/PIANIST Neil Underwood                       nunderwoodband@gmail.com 

FACILITIES MGR. Steve Herman                                      paherman@charter.net 

PRESCHOOL DIR. Kristen Willis                        preschool@fumclincolnton.com 

PARISH NURSE Betty Parker                                     bparker2787@gmail.com 

LYNC PROG. DIR. Ashlyn Rhyne                              Ashlyn.e.rhyne@gmail.com 

CCLI #20422793 (Music)     #20422803 (Streaming)     CVLI #504379166 (Video) 
 

 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
201 East Main Street, Lincolnton, North Carolina 28092 

704-735-7489    

email: firstumclinc@gmail.com    website: fumclincolnton.com 

 

 

First United Methodist Church 
Lincolnton 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   Love God.   Love All.   Be Like Jesus. 
 
 

  

 

 

 



ORDER OF WORSHIP 
Enter to Worship Kneel to Pray Rise to Serve 

May 3, 2026 COMMUNION SUNDAY 11:00 A.M. 

 

GATHERING MUSIC             Neil Underwood 

Surely The Presence 

 

GREETINGS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

CHIMING OF THE HOLY TRINITY 

 

PRELUDE                                                                         Neil Underwood 

What a Wonderful World 

 

CHORAL CALL TO WORSHIP                                     Chancel Choir 

Majesty 

 

*OPENING PRAYER (in unison):  

We thank you, heavenly Father, that you have delivered us 

from the dominion of sin and death and brought us into the 

kingdom of your Son; and we pray that, as by his death he 

has recalled us to life, so by his love he may raise us to eternal 

joys; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

*HYMN The Church’s One Foundation UMH# 545 

 

TIME FOR ALL GOD’S CHILDREN                                  Beverly Beal 

 

SCRIPTURE READING                                                      1 Peter 2: 1-10 

 

  CALL TO PRAYER                                                              Chancel Choir 

Spirit of The Living God 

 

  PASTORAL PRAYER and THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

  ANTHEM I Will Remember Thee   Chancel Choir 

 

SERMON Living Stones            Rev. Underwood 

   

 

  SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION                             UMH #    8 

 

*HYMN             UMH # 370 

Victory in Jesus 

 

   *BENEDICTION 

 

*CHORAL BENEDICTION                                                 Chancel Choir 

Amen 

*POSTLUDE 

 

***You are invited to stand, as you are able*** 

      * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

WELCOME: To all who need a church home, who mourn and need comfort, who 

are lonely and need friendship, who know how to pray and who do not, who sin 

and need a Saviour, who are displaced and are searching for community, who are 

tossed in turbulent waters and are seeking a safe harbor, and to whosoever will – 

First United Methodist Church opens wide its heart, mind, and doors, and in the 

name of Jesus the Christ says: WELCOME! 

 

Please sign the pew pads and pass them to your neighbor. 

 

Nursery is located in the Education Building.  See an usher for 

directions.  Restrooms are located downstairs in the youth room, with 

a handicapped accessible restroom in the Middle Building. 

 

In The United Methodist Church, we observe an open table for the 

Sacrament of Communion. This means that everyone is invited to 

receive, regardless of age, church membership, or background. As 

stated in The United Methodist Book of Worship, “All who intend to 

lead a Christian life, together with their children, are invited to receive 

the bread and cup.” 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER CONNECTIONS 

 

Jesus said, “Therefore I say to you,  

whatever you pray and ask for, believe that 

you will receive it, and it will be so for you.” 
- Mark 11:24 (CEB) 

 

We believe in the power of prayer. If you 

have a prayer concern that you would like for 

the church and/or the pastor to pray with you 

about, please let us know by writing it down 

on the slip below and dropping it in the 

offering plate. 

 

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________ 

____________________________________ 

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________ 

______________________________ 

____________________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________ 

 
Check here to have your prayer 

request to be shared with the church. 

Otherwise, it will remain confidential. 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
TITHES AND OFFERINGS: The offering plates are located at each 

entrance for you to give your weekly tithe and offerings. Our online 

giving portal may be accessed through the “Give” page on our church 

website, or you can visit the following link: 

https://secure.myvanco.com/L-ZMXD  

 

GRIEFSHARE: Our Griefshare group meets each Monday morning 

from 10:00 am til 12:00 pm in the Lighthouse Building. The group 

will meet weekly for 13 weeks. For more information, see Joe 

Lockman, Katie Hardin or Sheila Beeker.  

 

LYNC ACTIVITIES FOR MAY: May LYNC Activities will be held 

at Holy Cross Lutheran Church, 2639 NC Hwy 150, Lincolnton.  

• LYNC Youth - Sunday, May 3rd – 5:00 pm – 7:30 pm 

o Middle School – 5:00-6:00 pm 

o Dinner – 6:00-6:30 pm 

o High School – 6:30-7:30 pm 

• LYNC Kids - Wednesday, May 6th  – 5:00 pm until 6:30 

o Dinner – 5:00-5:30 pm 

o Program – 5:30-6:30 pm 

 

BLOOD DRIVE:  Our next Red Cross Blood Drive will be 

Wednesday, May 13, 2026 from 2:00 -6:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall.  

If you already have an appointment, thank you.  If you are not sure or 

want to make an appointment please see either Pat Stevens or 

Rosemary Leonard and they can help you make one.  Remember your 

iron supplement and greens before donating. 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2026!  SAVE THE DATE! 

August 5-8!  5:30 – 8:00 pm.  Watch This Space for more 

information coming soon 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS (contd) 

 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN:  The UMW will hold their 

monthly meeting on Sunday, May 10th at 9:00 am in the fellowship 

hall.  All women of the church are invited to attend 

 

PRAYGROUND: At First UMC, all of God’s children are invited to 

worship together as family. Being in church helps kids learn how to 

pray, listen, and sing while they strengthen their relationship with God. 

Our Prayground is designed for young families with children aged 4 to 

4th grade. It is situated at the front of the sanctuary so children and 

parents have a good view of how our love of God is shared together at 

First United Methodist Church.  

 

CHORUS CONCERT:  All are invited to join us in our sanctuary on 

Tuesday evening, May 12 at 6:30 pm for the Lincolnton Middle 

School choral concert, with Coleman Warner as their director.  

Coleman is the music educator at Lincolnton Middle School and has 

shared his musical gifts with us on numerous occasions.  We hope you 

will join us! 

 

2026 FLOWER CALENDAR: The flower calendar for 2026 is 

posted outside the church office. If you wish to put flowers in the 

church for any Sunday, please write it on the flower chart.  

 
GRADUATE SUNDAY:  Graduate Sunday will be observed on 

Sunday, May 17th during morning worship.  We will honor three high 

school graduates this year.  Join us for this special recognition! 

 

HEALTHCARE TEAM:  The Healthcare Team will meet in the 

church library immediately following the morning worship. 

 

FUMC SHIRT ORDERS:  Orders for our new FUMC t-shirts and 

hoodies are still being taken.  Order forms will be located on the front 

pew in the sanctuary, or you may call the church office to place your 

order. 
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE 
 

CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES UPDATES: 

• We are in need of pick up truck drivers on Monday for picking 

up donations at local grocery stores. You can drive our pick up 

truck or your own. This usually takes about an hour in the 

morning. Please call Mitzi Williams at 704-732-0383 if you 

can help with this need. 

• **WE ARE IN NEED OF Diapers size 2 & 3** 

• Our clothes closet is also in need of men’s shorts and men’s 

jeans size 28 – 34 and men’s shoes size 13 

 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS – May 10, 2026 

Liturgist: Jennifer Ellis 

Acolyte: Brooks Hardin 

Greeters: Charles Stevens & Michael Powers 

Time for All God’s Children: Kathy Douglas 

Pew Keeper: Kathy Valentine 

Valet/Security Monitor: Keith Dedmond & Steve Cain 

 
A NOTE OF THANKS: 

 Dear FUMC Family, 

I cannot express enough how sincerely grateful I am to everyone for 

all the love and support you have shown my family and I during my 

illness.  We are so thankful for the calls, texts, visits, cards, meals, gifts 

and prayers we have received over the past several months.  Your 

kindness and generosity have helped us find our way through this 

journey.  Please know how much you mean to us and how truly 

thankful we are for all of you.  It is truly a blessing to be a part of such 

a loving and caring church family.  We thank you from the bottom of 

our hearts. 

    With Love and Gratitude, 

     Jennifer Ellis. 
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CHURCH UPDATED CHURCH SECURITY INFORMATION: 

For everyone's safety, we are limiting access to our buildings on 

Sunday morning. The Education building will be opened by our Valet 

on Sunday morning during Sunday School. Entrance into the sanctuary 

is now available from the Courtyard Entrance in between the middle 

building and the sanctuary. If you are entering through the portico, 

simply proceed through the middle building to the Courtyard Entrance. 

You may also enter through the center front door of the church. The 

Sanctuary Doors will be locked soon after worship begins. Thank you 

for your patience and understanding. 

 

Also, we have recently installed a new security system from CPI to  

provide an additional layer of security to our church campus with 

cameras at strategic locations in the fellowship hall and in and around 

the education building. During regular church office hours (9:30 am 

until 1:30 pm) and Sunday mornings (9:00 am until 12:30 pm), the 

security system will be deactivated.  During off hours, you will need a 

code to disarm the alarm to access the fellowship hall.  Contact Robbie 

regarding access to the fellowship hall.  At this time, the Middle 

Building, the Annex and the Sanctuary are NOT a part of the security 

system.   
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NEWSLETTER CORRECTION:  The photo below was 

inadvertently left out of the May newsletter.  UMAR is an important 

ministry that we are proud to support, and we appreciate the Kaye 

Waters Class for their work with this group. 

 

 
 

The Kaye Waters Sunday School Class and Pastor Sarah had a great 

time on Tuesday, March 31, hosting our UMAR neighbors at our 

annual Easter party. They enjoyed their City Lunch hotdogs, chips, 

cupcakes, and drinks. Bingo was a hit with numerous prizes earned. 

The spoon and egg races were a new addition and such a hit they must 

but be added to the agenda. Thanks to Teresa Shives for joining us and 

being the accompanist for many songs, including a couple duets with 

UMAR guests. Holly McGinnis gives so freely of her time and is the 

Easter Bunny.  The guests have come to expect an appearance from 

her! Easter baskets were given to the guests as they departed. Our class 

is already looking forward to the laughs we’ll enjoy at the Christmas 

party! 
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