WELCOME GUESTS
AND MEMBERS!

We are so glad you chose to worship Jesus

Christ with us today! We would love to know

that you were with us. Please fill out this slip,

detach it, and drop it in the offering plate.
GUESTS

Name(s)

Name(s)

Street Address

City/State/ZIP

Phone

Email
[ 1 would like to become a member

(]I would like to become involved in a
ministry or mission

[ 1 would like the pastor to call me

PRAYER CONCERNS

In your daily prayers, please pray for:

OUR CHURCH FAMILY: Deanie Auton, Sally Brookins, Elvie Cranford, Jody
Cronland, Shirley Drum, Jennifer FEllis, Jane Finger, Steve Ford, Ed Hatley, Susan
Henthorn, Kelly Kinard, Randi Kolseth, Ginger Lowe, Judy Lowe, Pat Maddux, Faye
Morris, Joann Parker, Steve & Suzanne Peeler, Randy Ramsey, Nancy Rhyne, Mary
Catherine Robinson, Linda Shields, Randolph & Teresa Shives, Rev. Sarah Underwood,
Linda Wolfe

FRIENDS AND FAMILY: Thomas Allen, Laurie Anne Beyer, Terry Bruner, Jeremiah
Buff, James Calvert, Lyn Campbell, Les Canipe, Greg Clarke, Rob Coles (son of Lyn
Campbell), Greg Eldridge, Ronnie Engle, Callen Evans, Barbara Fitzpatrick, Kim
Fitzpatrick, Jim Fortenberry, Rev. Keiko Foster, Dale Gilmore, Nancy Harris, Donald
Hartsell, Jayce Heff, Ray Hemmann, Denise Hobbs, Mark Johnson, Dolly Jones, Jack
Jones, Isla Keener, Jane Kerr, Danny Kirkpatrick, Jim Love, Mark Ludwig, Danny
Nicholson, Patsy Nicholson, Mary Novotny (Jan Duncan’s mother), Suzy Otterman, Rico
(from The Meating Place), Rachel Roy, Gracie Sceascea, Shedlass Family, Kenny Shrum,
Anna Shuford, Laura Smallwood, Rhonda Swafford, Doris Taylor, Harold & Cindy
Towery, Kevin Turner, Jamie VanDohlen, Veofa Wilfong, Margret Wetz, Carolyn Wirth,
Rev. David Wyant

HOMEBOUND: Lou Beal, Winnon Cashion, Mary Robinson

CARE FACILITIES: Ron Ballard (Lincoln Rehab)

THOSE SERVING YOU TODAY

MEMBERS
Please update any change in information

Name(s)

Name(s)

Street Address

City/State/ZIP

Phone

Email

MINISTERS: All Members of First UMC

LITURGIST: Joe Lockman

GREETERS: Carl Henline & Rosalind Welder

ACOLYTE: Helen Claire Hames

HEAD USHER: Carl Henline

MEDIA TECHS: Tim Leonard, Ron Metzger & Thurman Melton
PEW KEEPERS: Chase & Katie Hardin

ROVER: Pam Metzger

VALET/SECURITY: | Carl Henline/Paul Douglas

STAFF OF FIRST UMC

PASTOR Rev. Sarah Underwood sunderwood@wnccumc.net

DIR. OF MINISTRIES | Robbie Combs firstumcministries@gmail.com

DIR. OF MUSIC Joanna Underwood junmor6 l @gmail.com

ORGANIST/PIANIST | Neil Underwood nunderwoodband@gmail.com

FACILITIES MGR. Steve Herman paherman@charter.net
PRESCHOOL DIR. Kristen Willis preschool@fumclincolnton.com
PARISH NURSE Betty Parker bparker2787@gmail.com
LYNC PROG. DIR. Ashlyn Rhyne Ashlyn.e.rthyne@gmail.com

CCLI #20422793 (Music) #20422803 (Streaming) CVLI #504379166 (Video)

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

201 East Main Street, Lincolnton, North Carolina 28092
704-735-7489
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ORDER OF WORSHIP
Enter to Worship Kneel to Pray Rise to Serve
May 17, 2026 GRADUATE SUNDAY 11:00 A.M.
GATHERING MUSIC Neil Underwood
Surely The Presence
GREETINGS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
CHIMING OF THE HOLY TRINITY
PRELUDE Neil Underwood
On Eagle’s Wings
CHORAL CALL TO WORSHIP Chancel Choir

Majesty

*CALL TO WORSHIP (responsively):

For our church family, that has nurtured these children, youth, and
graduates as they grow in discipleship.
Response: Lord, hear our prayer.
For the leaders of the world, that they work together to promote the
good of all, we pray to the Lord.
Response: Lord, hear our prayer.
For our school community: that we continue to form the minds and
hearts of all students, allowing them to grow in faith and intellect,
we pray to the Lord.
Response: Lord, hear our prayer.
For our graduates: that they excel in everything they do, and that
they carry the love of Christ with them always, we pray to the Lord.
Response: Lord, hear our prayer.
In thanksgiving for those who have helped our graduates achieve
excellence: for all parents, relatives, teachers, school staff, clergy,
and other community members, we pray to the Lord.
Response: Lord, hear our prayer.
For this present hour of worship may our hearts be open to hearing
the Word of God that we might offer before you, O Lord, our praise
and adoration.
Response: Lord, hear our prayer. Amen

*HYMN

My Hope is Built UMH# 368

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH UMH #881
The Apostle’s Creed

GLORIA PATRI

TIME FOR ALL GOD’S CHILDREN Cale Thornburg

SPECIAL MUSIC

RECOGNIZING OUR GRADUATES

SCRIPTURE READING 1 Peter 3: 8-22
CALL TO PRAYER Chancel Choir
Lord, Listen To Your Children Praying
PASTORAL PRAYER and THE LORD’S PRAYER
ANTHEM 10,000 Reasons Chancel Choir
SERMON From Suffering to Victory Rev. Underwood
*HYMN UMH # 156
I Love to Tell The Story
*BENEDICTION
*CHORAL BENEDICTION Chancel Choir
Amen
*POSTLUDE

***You are invited to stand, as you are able***
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WELCOME: To all who need a church home, who mourn and need comfort, who
are lonely and need friendship, who know how to pray and who do not, who sin
and need a Saviour, who are displaced and are searching for community, who are
tossed in turbulent waters and are seeking a safe harbor, and to whosoever will —
First United Methodist Church opens wide its heart, mind, and doors, and in the
name of Jesus the Christ says: WELCOME!

PRAYER CONNECTIONS

Jesus said, “Therefore I say to you,
whatever you pray and ask for, believe that
you will receive it, and it will be so for you.”

- Mark 11:24 (CEB)

We believe in the power of prayer. If you
have a prayer concern that you would like for
the church and/or the pastor to pray with you
about, please let us know by writing it down
on the slip below and dropping it in the
offering plate.

[ ] Check here to have your prayer
request to be shared with the church.
Otherwise, it will remain confidential.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please sign the pew pads and pass them to your neighbor.

Nursery is located in the Education Building. See an usher for
directions. Restrooms are located downstairs in the youth
room, with a handicapped accessible restroom in the Middle
Building.

THE BEAUTIFUL FLOWERS gracing our sanctuary this morning
are given in honor of our 2026 graduates from your church family.

TITHES AND OFFERINGS: The offering plates are located at each
entrance for you to give your weekly tithe and offerings. Our online
giving portal may be accessed through the “Give” page on our church
website, or you can visit the following link:
https://secure.myvanco.com/L-ZMXD

LYNC (Lincolnton Youth Neighborhood Community)
ACTIVITIES FOR MAY: May LYNC Activities will be held at Holy
Cross Lutheran Church, 2639 NC Hwy 150, Lincolnton.

e LYNC Youth - Sunday, May 17 — 5:30 pm — 7:00 pm

e LYNC Kids - Wednesday, May 20" — 5:00 pm until 6:30

BLOOD DRIVE: Thank you to everyone that helped with this blood
drive from my committee, the Boy Scouts, the sweet makers, the
volunteers and especially the donors. I told someone at the beginning
of the drive my goal was eventually to collect 50 units and we nearly
made it. Our goal this time was 41 and in the end we collected 48
units. Thank you all again.  -Pat Stevens

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2026! SAVE THE DATE!
August 5-8! 5:30 — 8:00 pm. Watch This Space for more
information coming soon
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ANNOUNCEMENTS (contd)

2026 FLOWER CALENDAR: The flower calendar for 2026 is
posted outside the church office. If you wish to put flowers in the
church for any Sunday, please write it on the flower chart.

FUMC SHIRT ORDERS: Orders for our new FUMC t-shirts and
hoodies are still being taken. Order forms will be located on the front
pew in the sanctuary, or you may call the church office to place your
order.

GRIEFSHARE: Our Griefshare group finished their last session on
May 11% but will continuing to meet as a support group for the
summer. Their next regular session will begin in the fall. For more
information, see Joe Lockman, Katie Hardin or Sheila Beeker

FINANCE TEAM MEETING: The Finance Team will meet at 5:30
pm on Monday, May 18™ in the Annex.

PRAYGROUND: At First UMC, all of God’s children are invited to
worship together as family. Being in church helps kids learn how to
pray, listen, and sing while they strengthen their relationship with God.
Our Prayground is designed for young families with children aged 4 to
4th grade. It is situated at the front of the sanctuary so children and
parents have a good view of how our love of God is shared together at
First United Methodist Church.

PENTECOST SUNDAY: Next Sunday, May 24™ is Pentecost
Sunday, marking the "Birthday of the Church" and the empowerment
of believers to spread the Gospel through the descent of the Holy
Spirit. Today also marks the commemoration of Aldersgate Sunday,
where we remember the heart-warming experience of John Wesley, the
founder of the Methodist Movement. All are invited to wear red next
Sunday, and be prepared for an exciting spirit filled worship service.
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE

CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES UPDATES:

e We are in need of pick up truck drivers on Monday for picking
up donations at local grocery stores. You can drive our pick up
truck or your own. This usually takes about an hour in the
morning. Please call Mitzi Williams at 704-732-0383 if you
can help with this need.

o **WE ARE IN NEED OF Diapers size 2 & 3**

e Our clothes closet is also in need of men’s shorts and men’s
jeans size 28 — 34 and men’s shoes size 13

NOTES OF THANKS:

Dear First UMC -

Thank you for the use of your beautiful facility for our Spring Concert.

I also appreciate all that came out and helped staff the event. Thank
you for your continued support of music in our schools

Best Wishes,
Coleman Warner and the Lincolnton Middle School Choir

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS — May 24, 2026
Liturgist: Steve Kirksey

Acolyte: Owen Krech

Greeters: Keith & Kathy Dedmond

Time for All God’s Children: Billy Howel

Pew Keeper: Jeremy & Emily Krech
Valet/Security Monitor: Jerry Park/Paul Strachan

BLOOD PRESSURE CHECKS: Blood pressure checks will be
available today following morning worship in the breezeway between
the middle and education buildings.
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CHURCH UPDATED CHURCH SECURITY INFORMATION:
For everyone's safety, we are limiting access to our buildings on
Sunday morning. The Education building will be opened by our Valet
on Sunday morning during Sunday School. Entrance into the sanctuary
is now available from the Courtyard Entrance in between the middle
building and the sanctuary. If you are entering through the portico,
simply proceed through the middle building to the Courtyard Entrance.
You may also enter through the center front door of the church. The
Sanctuary Doors will be locked soon after worship begins. Thank you
for your patience and understanding.

Also, we have recently installed a new security system from CPI to
provide an additional layer of security to our church campus with
cameras at strategic locations in the fellowship hall and in and around
the education building. During regular church office hours (9:30 am
until 1:30 pm) and Sunday mornings (9:00 am until 12:30 pm), the
security system will be deactivated. During off hours, you will need a
code to disarm the alarm to access the fellowship hall. Contact Robbie
regarding access to the fellowship hall. At this time, the Middle
Building, the Annex and the Sanctuary are NOT a part of the security
system.

VIRTUAL SUICIDE PREVENTION TRAINING FOR FAITH
LEADERS: This training equips faith leaders with the knowledge,
skills, and confidence to prevent suicide, respond to crises, and support
individuals and families affected by suicide loss. Developed by the E.
Stanley Jones Foundation in partnership with the UMC General
Boards of Higher Education & Ministry and Global Ministries, and
narrated by Bishop Gregory V. Palmer, this course offers theological
grounding alongside practical, life-saving guidance.

Date: Thursday, June 4, 2026 Time: 6:00 PM Eastern

Register at the link below:
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/ KLUDbSEAT 1ujAZwBk6JD

hA
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